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Vehicle Burglary Prevention (First Degree Criminal Trespass) 

(Edgewater Police received 7 reports of vehicle trespasses this week.) 

 
Burglary from a motor vehicle, which is actually defined as first degree criminal 
trespass in the Colorado Revised Statutes, is a common crime that happens in 
big cities, small towns and rural areas. First degree criminal trespass includes 
when a person illegally enters any vehicle he/she does not own with the intent to 
commit another crime, usually theft. Because of the relative ease and 
opportunity, first degree criminal trespass incidents happen much more often 
than home or business burglaries. Desire, ability and opportunity all must exist to 
support any crime, including first degree criminal trespass.  Even though you 
might not be able to control someone’s desire to commit a crime, you can take 
away or minimize their ability and/or opportunity to commit a crime.  

Take these key steps to make your vehicle less of a target and reduce your risk 
of becoming a victim: 

1. Lock your vehicle, even if you are making a quick stop at a gas station, 
convenience store or mini-mall. It may seem obvious, but locking your 
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vehicle can be a major deterrent to burglary. Criminals commonly walk 
through a parking lot checking car doors to find one that is unlocked or 
that has a window not fully closed. Close and lock all your car windows, 
including vent or wind-wing windows.  Criminals have tools that can unlock 
cars even through the smallest opening.  Yes, it only takes seconds to 
break a window, but doing so makes noise – and criminals hate making 
noise. Also, officers report that in many instances where a victim left their 
vehicle unlocked (to prevent windows from being broken), the suspect 
broke the window anyway, expecting the vehicle to be locked. 

2. Take care when putting an electronic key-fob into a pocket or purse. The 
unlock button is sometimes inadvertently pushed, unlocking your car as 
you walk away from it. If your vehicle is equipped with an alarm system, 
activate it when you park your vehicle.  

3. Secure your belongings. First degree criminal trespass is often a crime of 
opportunity. Valuables left inside a vehicle in plain sight serve as an open 
invitation to criminals looking for that opportunity. If a criminal doesn’t see 
anything, they’re less likely to break in, and will go to the next vehicle and 
window shop. Avoid leaving valuables or belongings unattended in your 
vehicle. If you have a stereo system with a removable face, take it with 
you when you leave your car. It takes only a few seconds to hide your 
valuables.  Items that tempt criminals include cellular telephones and 
chargers, pagers, CDs, purses and briefcases, wallets, backpacks, 
clothing, laptop computers, cameras, sports equipment, tools and even a 
cup holder full of change. 

4. If it's not feasible to take all of your belongings with you, hide them by 
locking them in a glove compartment, trunk or somewhere unseen through 
the windows of the vehicle. If you put your valuables on the floorboard or 
seats and cover them, you might really be broadcasting to a criminal that 
you have left valuables in your car.  Remember to hide valuables 
BEFORE you park in the place you’re leaving your vehicle. If a criminal 
sees you put a laptop in the trunk, they’ll just break into the trunk when 
you leave. The same advice applies for putting property under a seat. If a 
criminal sees you reaching under a seat, they’ll assume something is 
under there and break in, looking for that item.  

30 - The seconds it takes a criminal to break into your vehicle and steal    
your valuables! 

20- The seconds it takes to put your valuables into your trunk, out of sight! 

5. Pick-up trucks and SUVs are common targets because they don't have 
traditional trunks in which to lock valuables. Criminals are aware of this 
and know that these vehicles have a limited number of lockable hiding 
places for valuables. 



6. Park your vehicle wisely. If you have a garage, park your vehicle in it and 
lock the car and the garage. If you don't have a garage, park in the 
driveway and consider installing motion activated lighting on your house. 
 When away from home, choose well-lighted parking spaces as near to 
your destination as possible. Parking your vehicle at the far end of a 
parking lot to avoid damage from shopping carts or dings from the doors 
of other vehicles makes your car more appealing to criminals.  

7. One of the most effective techniques in modern crime prevention is 
“natural surveillance,” which is normally applied to buildings and area 
design.  But you can use the technique to your advantage by parking in an 
area where the likelihood is greatest that others will easily see it with the 
greatest frequency.  Criminals do not like to commit crimes in plain view of 
many people; they obviously prefer seclusion.  Criminals don’t like 
witnesses.    

Be aware of your surroundings. A growing trend among criminals who break into 
vehicles is the "follow-away" technique. Reported from California to Georgia, 
these types of crimes involve criminals who will stake out an Apple store or other 
appliance or high- tech retailer, watching for customers leaving with purchases of 
computers and other electronics. The criminals then follow the soon-to-be victim, 
and if they drive to another shopping area and leave the electronics unattended 
in their vehicle, the criminal, now with opportunity, moves in, breaks into the 
vehicle and steals the electronic equipment and other valuables. When you have 
to make multiple stops on a shopping trip, be alert to who is around when you put 
your purchases into your vehicle. Pay attention to people walking aimlessly 
through parking lots looking into vehicle windows. 
 
Nextdoor and Neighborhood Watch 
 
Our Edgewater Police Department Volunteers are researching methods to 
increase our Neighborhood Watch participation and participation in Nextdoor 
Edgewater. Both of these programs allow us to communicate more efficiently 
with residents for civic events and crime prevention purposes. Please consider 
inviting your neighbors to participate in Nextdoor Edgewater and contacting our 
Neighborhood Watch Coordinator Lorenzo - volunteers@edgewaterpd.com  to 
get more information on making your neighborhood safer. 
 
 
Stolen Vehicles 
 
On 10/15 during the overnight hours unknown suspect(s) stole a residents 2000 
Silver Chrysler Van while it was parked locked and unattended in the 2800 block 
of Harlan St. The victim had left a spare key to the vehicle in the center console 
ashtray. 
On 10/16 during the overnight hours unknown suspect(s) stole a residents 1980 
Suzuki motorcycle while it was parked in the lot of Manhattan Beach 
Townhomes, 1800 block of Depew St.  
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Vehicle Break-Ins 
 
Between 10/9 and 10/12 and unknown suspect(s) entered a residents unlocked 
vehicle in the 2000 block of Marshall St. although nothing of value was taken.  
On 10/12 during the overnight hours unknown suspect(s) entered a resident’s 
unlocked vehicle in the 1900 block of Grey St. and stole cash and clothes. 
On 10/12 at 4:30 PM a resident parked his vehicle while stopping at the Shop N 
Save, 6010 W. 20th Ave. Unknown suspect(s) entered his unlocked vehicle while 
the resident was inside the store and took an I-PAD from the front seat. The 
cameras were not working at the store. 
On 10/14 during the overnight hours unknown suspect(s) entered a resident’s 
vehicle in the 2000 block of Fenton St. and a first-aid kits was taken. 
On 10/15 during the overnight hours unknown suspect(s) entered a residents 
unlocked vehicle in the 5900 block of W. 24th Ave. although nothing was stolen.  
Between 10/14 and 10/17 unknown suspect(s) broke into a residents locked 
vehicle in the 2200 block of Ingalls St. and took a violin and assorted toys.  
On 10/17 between 4 – 4:50 PM unknown suspect(s) stole a car speaker from a 
residents locked vehicle in the parking lot of 1985 Sheridan Blvd.  
 
 
DUI’s 
 
There were five DUI arrests this past week within Edgewater. Arrested for DUI: 
 
21 year-old male from Denver.  
27 year-old male from Lakewood.  
33 year-old female from Aurora. 
34 year old male from Lakewood. 
47 year old male from Lakewood.  
 
 
Year to date, Edgewater Officers have arrested about 163 persons for DUI.  
 
 
Shoplifting   
 
Edgewater Officers received no reports of shoplifting at local stores this report 
period.  
 
 
Traffic Issues 
 
Edgewater Officers performed about 78 traffic stops for traffic enforcement during 
the past week.  Drivers were contacted for hit & run, speeding, careless driving, 
red light violations, turn violations, failing to signal, reckless driving, following too 



closely, parking violations, abandoned vehicles, weaving, expired plates, 
registration violations, suspensions, denials and revocations, and multiple traffic 
accidents.  

The radar trailer was located in the 6700 block of W 24th Ave during the 
reporting period and will be relocated to the 2200 block of Kendall St this week.  

If you are interested in having the radar trailer put in your neighborhood, please 
contact the Police Volunteer Line – Volunteers@Edgewaterpd.com  
 
Calls for Service 
 
Edgewater Officers additionally responded to calls involving violation of 
protection orders,  medical assists, trespassing, alarms, civil assists, noise 
complaints, criminal mischief, harassment, suspicious persons, disturbances, 
welfare checks, animals at large, neighbor disputes, barking dogs, welfare 
checks, juvenile problems, thefts, and unwanted persons, intoxicated persons, 
found property, domestic violence, assault, criminal mischiefs, and multiple 
warrant arrests. Edgewater Officers self-initiated and responded to about 
223 various calls this reporting period including 3 Alarm Calls, 2 Welfare 
Checks and 13 Emergency 911 Calls – thank you neighbors for notifying 
our dispatch center at 303-271-0211 for the many calls and for our 
Edgewater Officers for their fine work during two very busy weeks! 
 
 
Thank You Notes from Neighbors – Kudo’s 
 
EPD Rocks! 
 
Many thanks for a wonderful job by our police officers! 
 
Thank you to our outstanding police volunteers, Frank Kyper, Lorenzo Rendon 
and Dave Suter for the countless hours they are contributing to making our 
community and city a safer place to live, work and play! Chief Mackey 
 
Neighbor’s notes and “Kudo’s” are placed in the lobby of the police station 
and placed in the respective officer’s personnel files – thanks for sharing! 
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