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MEDIA RELEASE
January 26, 2015
RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY ON LAMAR STREET
Contact person:


Chief John Hough
Contact telephone number:
720-763-3000
On January 19, 2015, at about 4:20 PM, Edgewater Police Department officers responded to a report of a residential burglary that occurred in the 2000 block of Lamar Street.  The resident returned home to discover that the house had been burglarized after leaving the residence at about 4:30 PM on January 17, 2015.  

Earlier on January 19, 2015, at about 9:00 PM, Edgewater Police Department officers had responded to the same residence regarding a burglary alarm activation.  Two officers checked the ground level perimeter of the residence and attached garage but did not discover any evidence of forced entry or any indication why the alarm had been activated.  One of the officers left a business card on the front door of the residence.

When the officers returned to the residence at 4:20 PM, they discovered physical evidence that the residence had been forcibly entered.  In order to maintain the integrity of a follow-up investigation, the exact location and manner of the forced entry cannot be disclosed to the public at this time.  However, the physical evidence was clearly visible and would not have been overlooked or ignored by the officers who responded earlier in the day.  

The officers who responded at 4:20 PM on January 22, 2015 included a Sergeant.  The officers did a complete search of the exterior and interior of the residence and discovered additional possible physical evidence.  A detective was summoned to the scene to conduct a search for latent fingerprints.  Photographs were taken of the interior and exterior of the residence.  

One of the officers conducted a neighborhood canvas in search of possible witnesses to suspicious circumstances, individuals or vehicles.  While residents in several of the nearby residences were not home during the time frame for the burglary, one neighbor reported noticing a male suspect walking away from the burglarized residence at about 9:50 AM on the day of the burglary.  The neighbor indicated that the male suspect was in his late teens or early 20’s with a slender build, wearing a stocking cap, tight jeans and a hoodie. The neighbor described a vehicle that the suspect entered through the passenger door as a shiny dark blue newer model four-door Honda Accord with shiny chrome spoke wheels and dark tinted windows.  

There has been a significant number of messages exchanged recently on local social media regarding this burglary.  There are some issues that need to be addressed with the community to ensure that accurate information is disseminated and the community can be reassured.

Some individuals have referred to this incident as a robbery.  It is not.  The most important distinction between a burglary and a robbery that you must remember is that a burglary occurs to a residence or commercial establishment, most frequently while the occupant(s) is/are not present, while a robbery occurs face-to-face to an individual.  In short, your home can be burglarized; you as an individual can be robbed.  Both types of crimes are traumatic for you if you are a victim, but a burglary, when you are not home, is far less dangerous for you than a robbery, when you are confronted by a suspect who presents an immediate threat to your safety. 

Burglaries are a difficult crime to solve, absent witnesses who can identify the suspect(s), a match between latent fingerprints obtained at the crime scene and the fingerprints of suspects who have prior arrests and have had their fingerprints retained by the Colorado Bureau of Investigation and/or the Federal Bureau of Investigation or discovery of the stolen property at a location or with a suspect. Unfortunately, latent fingerprint lifts, contrary to popular opinion generated by television and movies, are not always available or can be compromised by a wide range of unintentional or innocent factors that are too numerous to list here.  
Locating witnesses to a burglary can be problematic.  Remember that the burglar is likely only potentially visible to a witness for a very short time when he/she is making the forced entry into a residence or leaving a residence.  Once inside, gathering property, the burglar is not visible to a witness.  

Sometimes burglars will test the response time by the police by attempting to activate a burglar alarm, then stepping back and assessing the response by the police.  Other times burglars will attempt to determine if a residence has a security system by jarring a window or door, without breaking into a residence, then once again step back and see if there is a police response.  It is possible, although not certain, that the suspect(s) in this incident used one of the two above courses of action, then forcibly entered the residence after the police cleared the location after the alarm activation.  

There have been some references to prior burglaries, specifically on Jay Street and Gray Street, in the local social media.  This information needs to be clarified.  From September 4, 2013 through September 23, 2013, almost 16 months ago, there were four (4) residential burglaries in Edgewater.  One occurred in the 2400 block of Jay Street, one in the 2400 block of Chase Street, one in the 2400 block of Fenton Street and one in the 2100 block of Gray Street.  These four burglaries, in the two-week period that they occurred in 2013, were likely indicative of the activity of the same suspect(s).  However, given the time lapse between these burglaries and the most recent burglary, while possible there is no absolute nexus between the crimes.  
We need your help in solving all these burglaries and preventing future burglaries.  There are several important things you can do to help us.   Make sure you record the serial numbers of valuable property in your home.  If the property has no serial number, either engrave an identifying number or characters (not your driver’s license or Social Security number) on the property and/or photograph the property.  Serial numbers, engraved numbers or characters and photographs provide us an effective way of logging the stolen property into the national computer data systems or recovering the property and returning it to you.

If you have sliding windows in your residence, purchase wooden dowels to place into each window track.  One length of dowel should be long enough to drop into the track and secure a completely closed window.  Another length of dowel should be just long enough to drop into the track and secure a partially open window that is open just enough to allow ventilation, but not enough to allow a suspect to gain entry.  

Make sure that the exterior of your home is as visible as possible from the street.  Burglars are most comfortable when not visible to others.   Remove or trim bushes and trees that might obscure visibility of your home from the street.  

A question that is commonly asked by homeowners concerns the value of home security alarm systems.  That is a personal decision, but keep in mind that if the security alarm system is activated, the alarm first is transmitted to the alarm monitoring site, then called into the local police jurisdiction dispatch center for a response by a police officer.  If you are unable to afford a home security alarm system or make the decision not to purchase such a system, consider just purchasing decals, placards or yard signs that announce that your home is protected by a home security alarm system.  

A critical factor in solving these burglaries or preventing future burglaries is cooperation between neighbors.  Get to know your neighbors.  Ask your neighbors to watch your home while you are away and reciprocate by watching their homes while they are away.   Get to know who lives in your neighborhood.  Report suspicious vehicles or individuals immediately.  Do not wait to hear that your neighbor’s home has been burglarized and then realize that you might have seen individuals and/or a vehicle that could have been linked to the burglary.  We would much rather respond to a report of a suspicious individual or vehicle and determine that nothing is wrong, than respond to a burglary report and learn that you might have observed the suspects or vehicle earlier but never called the police.

Above all, be a good and alert neighbor.  You are our eyes and ears.  We cannot be everywhere all the time.  We cannot be effective without your help.  If we form a strong partnership and work together, we can ensure that our community is a safe community.  The Edgewater Police Department is in regular communication with the surrounding police agencies, routinely share information regarding similar crimes and crime patterns and working in concert during criminal investigations.  This is occurring regarding this Lamar Street burglary.  

If you need any further information about home security, please contact Chief John Hough at 720-763-3000.  In addition, for more information on a variety of crime prevention topics, please refer to the Edgewater Police Department website at www.edgewaterpd.com, which is continually being refreshed with new information.              

I apologize for the length of this media release, but there was a critical need to provide the above information to the community as soon as possible.  
