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MEDIA RELEASE
April 6, 20156
ABANDONED, JUNKED AND INOPERABLE VEHICLES
Contact person:


Chief John W. Hough or 

Code Enforcement Officer Marty Pemkiewicz
Contact telephone number:
720-763-3000 (Hough) 

720-459-3297 (Pemkiewicz)
Ensuring quality of life in our community is one of the highest priorities of the Edgewater Police Department and all the City staff. To that end, the Department has established an effective partnership with Community Services and Code Enforcement to address issues and problems that negatively impact the quality of life in our neighborhoods through a combination of education and enforcement efforts.

Many individuals in our community may not be aware of legal regulations in the Edgewater Municipal Code (EMC) that have a direct impact upon quality of life issues and problems.  Therefore, providing education on the Edgewater Municipal Code is normally one of the first steps undertaken before implementing more aggressive enforcement activities.  

One of the more significant problems that negatively impact the quality of life in neighborhoods is junked, inoperable and/or abandoned vehicles on public streets and private property.  This issue is addressed in Section 7-1-10 and Sections 7-3-10 through 7-3-30 of the EMC.  In short, vehicles may not be abandoned on public property which includes streets and property owned by the City, for example the old King Soopers market parking lot at 20th Avenue and Depew Street.  In addition, abandoned or junked vehicles not in operating condition may not be left on any public street in the City.  

According to Section 7-1-10 of the EMC, a “junked vehicle” is any vehicle in nonoperating condition or any dismantled, partially dismantled, discarded, wrecked, rusted, demolished or partially demolished vehicle.  “Nonoperating” condition means any vehicle that is not capable of traveling under its own power in its existing mechanical condition or any vehicle not bearing a valid current registration license plate.  

Abandoned or junked vehicles not in operating condition may not be left on private property by the owner of the vehicle or the person in charge or control of the private property (owner, occupant or renter) for more than 72 hours unless the vehicle is in a completely enclosed building, at a business location legally permitted to store such a vehicle, at an impound location maintained by the City or covered with a fitted cloth car cover manufactured for covering the vehicle.  A tarp may not be used to cover any vehicles.  

Section 8-3-10 of the EMC also addresses abandoned vehicles.  Under the definitions referenced in this EMC section, an abandoned vehicle includes any vehicle left unattended on private property for more than 24 hours without the consent of the property owner, occupant or tenant; or any vehicle left unattended on public property for more than 24 hours unless the owner or driver has attached a dated notice indicating the intention to return or has notified the Police Department of the intention to remove within 72 hours or the vehicle is parked within 50 feet of the property owner and not subject to any other abandoned vehicle definition as described in Section 7-3-10 of the EMC.

Under Section 8-3-20 of the EMC, an Edgewater Police Department officer may impound an abandoned vehicle which will generate towing and storage costs for the vehicle owner if he/she wants to recover the vehicle.   
In line with the City’s philosophy of educating the community before undertaking aggressive enforcement activities, in most cases involving abandoned, junked or inoperable vehicles, the Code Enforcement Officer or a member of the Police Department will attempt to personally contact the owner of the vehicle or leave a written notice of the violation on the vehicle before further enforcement action is taken.   Voluntary compliance through education, within a reasonable time, is the first goal in enforcing the regulations in the Edgewater Municipal Code.   
This is the first installment in a series of future media releases designed to educate the community about some of the most common quality of life issues and the legal regulations regarding those issues as provided in the Edgewater Municipal Code.  These media releases are intended only to be summaries of the regulations in the Edgewater Municipal Code and are not intended to provide legal advice.  For a more complete understanding of the legal regulations, research the entire text of the relevant sections of the Edgewater Municipal Code which is available on the City’s website.  

