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MEDIA RELEASE
April 20, 2015
SPRING CLEANING
Contact person:


Chief John W. Hough

Contact telephone number:
720-763-3000
It’s spring!  The calendar says it’s spring.  The weather is beginning to suggest it’s spring.  Time for spring cleaning.  But spring cleaning should include not just the inside of your home, but also your yard.  There are specific requirements in the Edgewater Municipal Code (EMC) that you should be aware of regarding your property as the seasons move from spring into summer and fall.

Section 7-4-20 (1) of the EMC prohibits anyone from storing, placing or allowing to remain on his or her property any litter, junk, trash or garbage.  The definitions of litter, junk, trash and garbage include a wide variety of items and can be found in Section 7-1-10 of the EMC.  It is the intent of the City Council, under Section 7-4-10 of the EMC, that the definitions of litter, junk trash and garbage be “liberally construed.”  If you have any questions about what is considered litter, junk, trash or garbage, refer to Section 7-1-10 of the EMC.
Section 7-4-20 (6) of the EMC further prohibits anyone from placing or permitting to remain anywhere in the City, which would naturally include your property, any garbage or other material subject to decay other than leaves or grass, except in watertight and airtight cans or containers, that would create an odor or stench or be accessible to animals.  This restriction does not apply to vegetable materials in any properly layered, actively working compost pile, pit or trench.  

There are regulations in Section 7-5-30 and Section 7-5-40 of the EMC that apply to the maintenance of your yard, specifically your grass or weeds.  You cannot cause or permit to accumulate any grass clippings or leaves except in a container or a sealed, thirty (30)-gallon-capacity plastic bag awaiting pick up and disposal or in any  properly layered, actively working compost pile, pit or trench.  It is also the responsibility of the owner or occupant of any property to keep all weeds cut or trimmed to not more than eight (8) inches in length; however, this restriction does not apply to flower gardens, shrubbery or vegetable gardens.  
In line with the City’s philosophy of educating the community before undertaking aggressive enforcement activities, in most cases involving violations of these EMC regulations, the Code Enforcement Officer or a member of the Police Department will attempt to personally contact the violator or leave a written notice of the violation before further enforcement action is taken.   Voluntary compliance through education, within a reasonable time, is the first goal in enforcing the regulations in the Edgewater Municipal Code.   

This is the second installment in a series of media releases designed to educate the community about some of the most common quality of life issues and the legal regulations regarding those issues as provided in the Edgewater Municipal Code.  These media releases are intended only to be summaries of the regulations in the Edgewater Municipal Code and are not intended to provide legal advice.  For a more complete understanding of the legal regulations, research the entire text of the relevant sections of the Edgewater Municipal Code which is available on the City’s website.  

Working together, we can all ensure that our community is not only a safe environment, but also a source of community and individual pride in its beauty and charm.  
