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In the recent weeks, several residents of Edgewater have reported to the Police Department that they have received unsolicited telephone calls from individuals who are identifying themselves as either “criminal investigators” or representatives of the Internal Revenue Service.  Many, although not all, of the residents receiving these telephone calls are senior citizens.

The residents receiving these telephone calls are being threatened with arrest warrants for a variety of offenses, including violations of the Internal Revenue Service Code and fines for unpaid back taxes, unless they call back a contact telephone number to speak with an “investigator.”  The “investigator” will then attempt to either obtain personal information to facilitate identity theft or demand that the resident send money to a location.  These are fraudulent, scam telephone calls.  Neither law enforcement nor the Internal Revenue Service contact individuals by telephone to advise them of an imminent arrest warrant or demand that money be sent to a location. 

Do not accept these types of telephone calls.  Do not provide the individual making the telephone call with any personal identifying information.  Do not send money to any location in response to a demand.  If you have any question regarding the legitimacy of such a telephone call, contact your local police agency.

The Internal Revenue Service is aware of this scam and is responding with an investigation.  It is a scam that is large in scope and probably generated from within a foreign nation, which makes it difficult to investigate and/or prosecute, particularly for a local police agency.  If you need additional information regarding this ongoing situation, view the Internal Revenue Service website at http://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/IRS-Warns-of-Pervasive-Telephone-Scam.  
